Abstract
Introduction
The pattern of occurrence of C. elongatus on farmed salmonids in Ireland is very different from that of L. salmonis in a number of ways. These differences do not appear to be related to competitive exclusion by the larger and more specialist salmonid ectoparasite L. salmonis (Jackson and Minchin, 1992) . C. elongatus is often the first parasite to occur on new farms or on recently fallowed sites (op. cit.). Ovigerous female C. elongatus have been found on smolts in their first summer at sea, within 6-8 weeks of transfer (Minchin and Jackson, 1993 ).
land (Wootten et al., 1982) , Canada (Hogans and Trudeau, 1989b) and Ireland (Jackson and Minchin, 1992) . This species has been responsible for serious epizootics on farmed salmonids in both Scotland (Wootten et al., 1982) and Canada (Hogans and Trudeau, 1989b) .
which required treatment was recorded (Hogans, 1995 Prevalence and abundance data were examined for a number of sites. In general they varied con- comitantly.
For this reason abundance was considered to be a good descriptor of levels of infestation, as for example at Kealincha (Fig. 2a) . Lice burden within samples was generally not normally distributed (Fig. 2b ).
C. elongatus was found in higher numbers at more oceanic and offshore sites. It was absent over long periods at more inshore estuarine sites. The higher incidence of C. elongatus at offshore sites was particularly evident for one sea-winter salmon (Fig. 3) .
The size of ovigerous females recorded during the course of this study ranged from 4mm to in excess of 6 mm. This size range was found on both salmon and rainbow trout.
Discussion
The variable nature of C. elongatus infestations on farmed fish found in this study has been previously reported from Ireland (Minchin and Jackson, 1993) and Scotland (Wootten et ah, 1982) .
Autumn and winter peaks in infestation have also been reported from Scotland (Wootten et ak, op. cit.) and Canada (Hogans and Trudeau, 1989b salmonis (Jackson et al., 1997) . There was no evidence in this study to suggest that rainbow trout is a preferred salmonid host for C. elongatus. Kabata (1979) 
